PIERCE COUNTY CHECKLIST FOR DIVORCE WITHOUT CHILDREN
Please see www.tacomaprobono.org and www.washingtonlawhelp.org for help with forms and procedures listed here.

	Prepare Forms
	VITAL STATISTICS FORM  -  available  from  the  clerk of  court  or  at  the  Law  Library   -  do  not  need  to  copy  after completing.

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION FORM - do not  need  to  copy after completing. 

CASE COVER SHEET - available from the clerk in Rm.  110.   Enter your name as the attorney/litigant on this form, your address and   phone number.  Check the Dissolution without Children box.  Do not copy.

PETITION FOR DISSOLUTION-  make two copies  before  filing

SUMMONS  -   make  two  copies  before  filing

JOINDER  -  spouse  signs  if  in  agreement with  petition  -  make  two  copies  before  filing.  The summons is not needed if the joinder is signed.

	File
	File at the Superior Court Clerk's Office, Room 110.    The filing fee is $280.00.    Cash, money order or debit card payments are accepted.      You will be able to stamp your copies of the court forms with the case number and date filed at the time the clerk files the originals.  If you cannot afford to pay the filing fee, complete the IN FORMA PAUPERIS form and present it for approval in the Ex Parte Department, Room 105, between 9-11:30 or 1:30-3:30, before filing.

	Serve
	If  your  spouse  did not  sign  the  joinder  have  someone  over  18,  not  a  party  to  the  action,  serve  your  spouse  with  a set of copies of the  court  forms you filed.  Make sure to file the RETURN OF SERVICE form with the clerk’s office.  This form must be carefully and fully filled out and signed by your server, listing every document that was served. 

	Schedule
	If your case is agreed (i.e. if the respondent signed the joinder) or there has been no response filed, you may schedule your final court date 75 days into the 90 day waiting period.  The court date will be scheduled for the first available date after the 90 day waiting period has elapsed.

	Serve
	If your spouse checked the box on the joinder form or in the joinder clause at the end of the petition asking for notice of the final court date, be sure to have your spouse served with the final court date notice form (received from the clerk at the time you set up the final court date).  You must file a proof of service form showing that notice of the court date has been served on your spouse, or file an acceptance of service signed by your spouse.

	PLEASE NOTE!!
	If your case has not been finalized yet, you must show up at the court date on the ORDER ASSIGNING CASE TO DEPARTMENT form or your case will be DISMISSED.  

	Finalize your case!
	Bring your completed final forms -- FINDINGS OF FACTS AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW and DECREE OF DISSOLUTION -- to the final court date.  If you own real estate, attach a copy of the legal description of that property to the final Decree.  You may obtain legal descriptions of property from the Assessor's website or by calling their office.

If your spouse did not sign the joinder and did not file a response, prepare a MOTION AND ORDER OF DEFAULT in addition to the findings and decree.  You will also need to go to the Department of Defense website to print a report showing the respondent's status with regard to the military.  The website used for generating the report is:

https://www.dmdc.osd.mil/appj/scra/index.jsp
Your spouse's Social Security number is needed to generate an accurate report.  The report should be attached to the motion and affidavit for default.


